
Summer 2010 

 Nurses work in the midst of quiet giantsñpeople that work selflessly, tirelessly, 
and quietly on behalf of others.  We had a chance to celebrate the dedication and accom-
plishments of some very notable quiet giants during our Spring Dinner Meeting.  These 
nurses deserve mention in a public way for  a number of reasons.  They set an example so 
fine and telling.  Much of their work is not visible or apparent to the average person on the 
street or to the aspiring young nursing professional that seeks direction and inspiration.  
Additionally, their individual contributions advertise the diverse avenues in which nursing 
professionals provide care. 

 Karen Conway, MS, RN-BC, received the Nurse Educator Award for her innova-
tive educational contributions within Rochester General Hospital.  Karen has a 32 year 
history within RGH and has contributed mightily to the socialization and education of 
newly-minted nurses as well as general and specialty nurses.  Iõm sure her educational en-
deavors were not limited to just nurses! 

 Ann Catalfano, MPA, BSN, received the Legislative Award for her work in ad-
vancing the Monroe County Board of Health, for her work in Albany on behalf of the eld-
erly and for keeping us informed about local issues within healthcare.  We look forward to 
her continued contributions, especially in her new role as the President of the Monroe 
County Board of Health. 

 Grace Dengler was awarded the Nurse Leadership Award for her work as the 
President of the Beta Chi Chi Sorority, which is a service-oriented organization.  While 
working part-time, raising three children, and going to school full-time, Grace provided 
exemplary nursing care as a student and managed to keep an eye on an elderly neighbor. 

 The celebration of these awards was a fine way to close another year.  In looking 
toward the next year, a number of changes will be occurring.  Wilson Weir, our web mas-
ter, will be turning over the reins to  Kathryn Luiñour new web mistress.  Grace 
Wlasowicz, our program director, deserves special mention for all her fine work through 
the years.  We thank you Grace for your dedication and hard work as she turns over the 
work to Laura Markwick. 

 Over the summer months, the Board of Directors will be working on strategies to 
transform communication to and from our membership.  This will include our website 
changes.  There are a number of legislative events coming up this fallñwe encourage our 
members to get connected and get other nurses connected.  These events are extremely 
informative and helpful.  Last of all, we look to you for feedback regarding our programs 
and membership needs.  Stay safe and enjoy summer.  

~Louise Amberger, President 
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